CHAPTER H

PENN  SAILS  FOE  THE  DELAWARE

THE framing of the constitution and other prep-
arations consumed the year following Penn's re-
ceipt of his charter in 1681. But at last, on August
80, 1682, he set sail in the ship Welcome, with
about a hundred colonists. After a voyage of
about six weeks, and the loss of thirty of their
number by smallpox, they arrived in the Delaware.
June would have been a somewhat better month
in which to see the rich luxuriance of the green
meadows and forests of this beautiful river. But
the autumn foliage and bracing air of October
must have been inspiring enough. The ship slowly
beat her way for three days up the bay and river
in the silence and romantic loneliness of its shores.
Everything indicated richness and fertility. At
some points the lofty trees of the primeval forest
grew down to the water's edge. The river at
every high tide overflowed great meadows grown
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